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A.c.cordittg to fi radio r~pof't f~m tho i$S ~rat teo unl<ltmUfied
del t"2-YiIlg, jet f13fiters oil'~itee the ship at £l6,;OZ .Q!l June a ~t. ~

estimated altitude of 5~~ feet and at a distance of two miles.
11 sHib6~U2D.t sit~ap from t~ ~lbE!rtI a!t.;:lbl:f:.\3h~6 ~ fello\\l'ic.S c:h:r:ol\'Ology
tor t.l-~C air sd ~urface a~tac.klJi: 1) (it 12052:, the shlp was att<l.dta-d 'by
maic:ent1fted jet fi~tne-'; 0- helieved to' be Israeli ~ waich made six Gtr~f'"

ing "r\mS 00 the ship! 2) tilt 12257. three ~orpe!io boats" OAe irle..~tlfieri as
ISI'aeli (hull n~~r :lnG-D) ~PlH~'O.ae.~& the 51111> from t"he. stetboera
q~a~t~r ~t bigh spaeq; ~) at 1227Z~ tne attacki&g COsts l~eheu a
torpecG €ind strafing attaek, 4) one torpsdo sttuck the b!-ktt!. at
ap?"I'onc3tely 12Z8Z: 5) at 12S5Z br~li helicopters orbited tho ah.i~ at
a rmge of SOD yards. At OfiSOZ, the Libe.r.ty's position was 31 u4ilgrees
27 minutes S. 34 ~egrees 0 minutes E at 120SZ~ t~e anipts ?Qsitlou Va~
31 deg1"~e-s 35 miuO-tesS ~ 33 del?rees 29 r.dnutes Et These pod dons ~re)

rCllpectiv~ly.. 1.5 ana 23 nautical .nles <tite. nortb of '" point an t.;'e UAR
coast apprc2I."i1-iaately mi~sy heti:1een the tows of al-'Arish and al-She-'U.
Al-stHl'U 16 lceat:ec within the UAR &ijac.a~t to the Gaza strip (see­
attached map).

No traffic h~s t!tp~at'ed -pertaining to Isr.l\eli militc.1t:Y com..~i­

t:atio~5 in this zene befon1l ..wd during the .dr a:;),cl sea att-ac:k$ on Juue S.
~e are cileckiug f'Urth~T.) Out first iatercept 18 logged at 1131Z~

pre.s\.lDl$ly three minutes .efter the torpedo .attack..;. tbi~ r.~s8age is t.he
first in 41 series of eommurdcs.ti.~ns-heH-t!"Ve~ohavebean conducted
bet;.}e€.'t! Isri!eli g1'~tm:d-radar~~trol$~~t~Q.l:l$ andJl.el1cO-pters" The
1231Z rn.l$sa,ge :;afer$ to fla. wars!l.ip thatwe attt!eketi-:-~ and di~ect:$ t~e
uljllicnpten to liitteltlpt to J"~ICU;c "ies~l cl'e~ers ~ei)Ortet;lly in the
vater. At 1234Z, the e;round control stat'io5 re!Jorted thnt the shiV had
been identified es E~!l't1&1. (Ue do not know the basis CIt this
id~atif~~Qtion.) At 1256Z. tha helicopter pilot:s wera ord~ro~ to r$~ort

the u£itioQdit:1 of any creWiN3r..ben rescued. At 13ttZZ. I'm Israeli ground
s cactee., r~sp<mdb:.z to 00 1(ln~ud1ted li2ssa;e" <i.Sked: !'dld it clearly
dgual an American i'1.ag?~ and raqul!sted & further ~ek.
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In a aeparQ,te raport from USl).M 'tel Aviv, a nliable ~rl.can source
W'88 t~ld by a aeD.1o-r 1.81:6&1 At'l'crgft Ind$tr1es (1M) offtdal tbat Oil

the maming of Juae & he hem"d tnF 1::oanemis:;let:US at ah:-to....gT01md
heqwnc!es. An a1'Cc:~aft rep<)l:tad a1ghting a sbipy wss ()rder~d ~G

i:nvestigate. md l'&I?ortee back that th.e ship l!~d a!1S flag. The udrcraft.
rlU ordered to ree.~& and m.e.de m 'Se~,~~00s'S1lilY a tbirc pass",
CQUfind.l1$ at least for ~ second ·.=t1iat trae flag wea US.

- t114 following eonc1us1ons-ap~t'·W3rra;.~V by 'i:.I"lG foregoing Infor­
TaBt10tn 1)"0 ca!lMtdSt;rtfi1ne vith certainty that the jets that
orbited the ~U1_ at 06SQZ on June S were ISl'8el1. From th.e ship's
location Bt t.ltAt bour. however t it wCtAld appeAr pr@oole that tbe a1r­
c;rn.ft vere Israeli rather than Smt1o, since Iar~l exel'c1se4 effective
control of adjacent air $~see on June SO' 2) In th* ah$eae~ of ti~

mftJ'm1ces. ve cannot est.abl1sb from tbe tfSDAO re{lcn:t, wne.ther the
flIeSSGg~6 l1ud1tei:! by the tAl offic1al pertain to the 0050£ ove.rflight, sa
unrepcrted p!?a-attack 6wril1ght~ the atu.clt ,eri.o-d or the post-attack
period. ~ the eoutU"t of these. iieSseges, ~lJe?er~ tiley do oot apP0Br
to be too hel1eoptf:t'-gyooo.d control cO'm!!!\.ml(%tlticm~ availahle to us 3C

COlE!1l.iT., 3) In six 9tra£ins nJn$ ~ it ap.pean rema1'ka~lQ th.at nene of the
l!1rcrafe pilot,\; idElnttf.lGd the ~l!iSel as Amariean (Ol' at leat 11On-UA'R.) ..
4) Tae torpedo Dot'lt attack 'a<1$ marla ap~rodmately 20 minutes after the
.air attack. rna F;;tn:faO:1l. ettcek eonld ~ave be~n eaUed off l~ that time
had p~Lair ~de.rt.tUlcat1cn been m~H~e# 4). ~~Ab$m ¢~.berswre
~le ui7_.~ .,__ .:·,{~nU.fy an1!· t"eoord the hull a_cur of Qne of the smell!
fast 11lOvin~ torpedo b(lats durin.g tiM!. WO m1nute~ th&t elapsad Htwaen
their attack run and the launchit'lg ot the nn~ tOrp0~but the Israeli
boat eot1iP8nd.era appsrently fdled to ide:ttify the m~ lar.ge-c and. mon
2c§ily ldentifiel>le ~!bart~ (ll.OOO eeas , 455 feat 1(lil!5, large {centifi­
cation nw.;bers en hull).. 6) The !4!s.r..tt Gustdnud tba: air att4ck at
12052 md the I$urface sttitCk at 1225Z. AccQrcibtg to COMINT (l~t:ercepted

by a US Ai? Force Station). Isrl1el1 groiJUd -cotitrol statf.ons it! omuct
wits the helicopters did. U9t -ascertain ~he L1b..£!.tt.ts 1den.ti ty until
lJ02Z. some 58 ai-rdlttrS -after the inltial (Wlcoooter. 'this time lapse.,.
taken in col:l:juaet!on ';,lith 1:1'10 nlJ!J.larotlS in~erven11lt ES&ages iodicstins
d0~t &)1.\ th~ part ofg:tound eo-J1~l."Ol offieer& as to the. natiocality of the
sMp, points to an- ex1:l'aQTainaq- n~:(~iCfir-eo1lCe·m-Ql'L..thepart of the
attac:ken lll!l to whether the taTgut 't~S$ bostile. Indeed, the int~rc:ej)ted

tdr-grouad d1alogu« 6'C.wri:ag between 1.231& and 1302Z S~ggeBts that
Israeli gounlii controllers mgy have bes~u to he qprebensive abou~ tne.
pOlls1bU1 ty<"~.t a m1st"aL~e.. The reca~p t e f ~a"di ted ~ssages el theg from
the attaclLiug aircraft 01:' torpedo to.ts could bave n'l1.sed this question
m::wilg Israeli growd -controllers .ana led to th<! rattu,lr e:gtensf.ve d1<ll0i5-tle
that we hs,ve lDtareapted eotleernin~ the identification of f1l'E!sewait creti­
l1lIluxll:'1ers". Fol' eUS'lple. in oae 1n~tmtce a grou'&d cautrol station enters
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at 1301ZI }jtl f they spes Arabic md are Egyptians ~ take thct:'i to al...Arlsb.
If tiley apeak ~.ngl1sb. .m4 are not Egyptians ~ t:ake them to Lydda [Bear
Tel .AvivJ. n
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